
LETTER
NEWS

npust

News Featured

01

1

02

03

04

05
UNTA Master 
Lectures-
Sustainability 
Lecture Series 

Four Universities 
Join Forces at 
the “Interna-
tional Education 
and Research 
Center” (IERC) Taiwan’s Star of 

Sustainability: 
NPUST Climbs in 
GreenMetric 
Ranking 

Celebrating 
Lunar New Year 
with NPUST’s 
Overseas 
Chinese Red Tortoise 

Cake Means 
Spring Festival 
Fun for 
International 
Students 

VOL. 2 

1
  The UNTA 2021 Sustainability Lecture Series 
formally began on March 17th. The 3-month 
course, which was organized by the UNTA 
Secretariat and the NPUST Department of Tropical 
Agriculture and Interna�onal Coopera�on, is 
bringing together nine UNTA members from six 
countries to discuss topics related to sustainable 
development. The universi�es involved include 
Maejo University, Rajamangala University of 
Technology Thanyaburi, and Rajamangala 
University of Technology Isan, in Thailand; IPB 
University and Universitas Brawijaya, in 
Indonesia; Warsaw University of Life Sciences, in 
Poland; Thai Nguyen University of Agriculture and 
Forestry, in Vietnam; Universi� Putra Malaysia, 

UNTA Master Lectures - 
Sustainability Lecture 
Series

and Na�onal Pingtung University of Science and 
Technology, in Taiwan.

    For the series, presidents, vice-presidents and 
outstanding professors from related fields are 
being invited to take turns giving weekly lectures. 
The course design is, in effect, an extension of the 
2020 UNTA Sustainability Conference, and gives 
students the opportunity to learn about the 
seventeen United Na�ons sustainability goals 
(SDGs 17) with considera�on given to a diversity 
of perspec�ves, including smart agriculture, soil 
and water conserva�on, wetland conserva�on, 
medicine, and wildlife conserva�on. The course is 
a�rac�ng a lot of interest with as many as 60 
students from Indonesia, Vietnam, and Thailand 
adding to the number of students from NPUST 
who are a�ending the lectures each week
    In the first lecture, the president of NPUST, 
Professor Chang-Hsien Tai, discussed “Integra�on 

Considera�ons of SDGs”. In his talk, he 
introduced the development of various SDGs 
at NPUST in recent years, and the way in which 
they are being pursued. The session was well 
received by the students and the response 
during the Q&A session was enthusias�c. 
During that �me, a Nepali student studying at 
NPUST and a student from Indonesia’s 
Universitas Brawijaya coincidentally posed the 
same ques�on. Taiwan, they noted, is well 
developed and economically-resourced, so it 
is able to implement smart-agriculture 
prac�ces but what can developing countries 
(like Nepal and Indonesia) do to help achieve 
sustainability? Professor Tai responded by 
encouraging the students and explaining that 
they should look for feasible methods to apply 
to each stage of the county’s development. 
    In addi�on to President Tai, the professional 
line up of lecturers also includes Prof. 
Kuei-Jyum Yeh, the Secretary General of the 
NPUST Secretariat; Prof. Ho-Hsien Chen, Dean 
of the College of Agriculture; Prof. Jia-Chyi Pei 

from the Ins�tute of Wildlife Conserva�on; 
and Prof. Wen-jin Liang of the Department of 
Plant Medicine. Lecture topics include soil and 
groundwater pollu�on control; smart 
agriculture & innova�on at NPUST; challenges 
of endangered species in Taiwan; the 
applica�on biological controls for plant root 
diseases and more. Hopes are that by looking 
at sustainability in different contexts, students 
will be able to evaluate current situa�ons in a 
more comprehensive manner. A�er each 
lecture, the discussions are always very 
engaged, with students s�rred up with many 
thoughts and ideas about condi�ons in their 
own countries.
  The UNTA Secretariat has expressed its 
gra�tude to all the schools and students for 
their enthusias�c par�cipa�on in the 
program. Hopes are that through the online 
course, the alliance will con�nue to grow 
stronger despite all the limita�ons presented 
by the epidemic and that by pursuing 
sustainable objec�ves with knowledge from 

diverse areas of learning, students will be be�er 
equipped to meet the challenges of their day.
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First course of UNTA Master’s 
Lecture Series lectured by 
NPUST President, 
Prof. Chang-Hsien Tai. 
(Second from the left) 
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Four Universities Join 
Forces at the 
“International Educa-
tion and Research 
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    Following many months of nego�a�on, 
planning and coordina�on, the moment had 
arrived and the final version of the 
Memorandum of Understanding on the 
Interna�onal Educa�on and Research Center 
(IERC) was in the hands of NPUST, RMUTT, IPB 
and UB representa�ves, ready for signature.
    On Saturday, November 28 at 2:00 pm the 
ceremony began, via conference call. As the 
mee�ng commenced, NPUST Vice-President 
Shui-Jen Chen welcomed execu�ves from the 
three dis�nguished Southeast Asian universi�es 
and members of the Thailand Representa�ve 
Office on behalf of the President Chang-Hsien 
Tai, who was to arrive shortly. Dr. Pomin Li, the 
dean of the NPUST Office of Interna�onal 
Affairs, then addressed the assembly 
thanking the members for their par�cipa�on 
and emphasizing the common interests that 
serve as the basis for the new Center. 
    In his remarks, Dr. Sommai, the President of 
Rajamangala University of Technology 
Thanyaburi (RMUTT), stated that RMUTT was 
honored to serve as the host of the IERC, and 
that through the Center, be�er collabora�on, 
expanded rela�onships and new levels of 
coopera�on would take place in academic, 
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Poster-UNTA Master’s Lecture

governmental and business sectors, alike. “The 
signing of the MOU”, he said, “marks a 
substan�al commitment to work together, reach 
common goals and bear fruit in such areas as 
student exchange and SDG ac�vi�es”.
    Before the actual signing took place, a number 
of presenters were called to highlight some of 
the areas of intended coopera�on and 
development. A�er this, a few brief statements 
were made before the presidents of each of the 
four universi�es put their signatures to 
Memorandum of Understanding and presented 
the signed document for everyone to see. 

    Following the signing, NPUST President 
Chang-Hsien Tai addressed everyone extending 
his gree�ngs and commen�ng on the processes. 
He expressed that “the universi�es involved 
have many common features and shared goals; 
and we hope that through this new Center we 
can enjoy more solid coopera�on”. A�er 
returning to Taiwan from his last trip to 
Indonesia, President Tai began organizing the 
conference. However, because of the pandemic, 
the plans changed and it had to be moved 
online. 
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     NPUST’s has dis�nguished itself once again on 
the GreenMetric University Ranking, achieving a 
new personal best in 2020.
         Every year since 2014 NPUST has been 
named the “greenest” university in the Taiwan. 
This year, that �tle remained while in broader 
fields of compe��on, she is making new head-
way.

IPB University Rector, Prof. Arif Satria, UB Vice Rector, Prof. Sasmito Djati and RMUTT President, Prof. Sommai 
Pivsa-Art showed IERC MOU signed with NPUST.

3 Taiwan’s Star of Sustainability: NPUST Climbs in 
GreenMetric Ranking 
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conference. However, because of the pandemic, 
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online. 

        With 132 new par�cipants, a total of 912 
universi�es from 84 countries around the world 
signed up for the in 2020 assessment. Among 
very strong compe��on, NPUST came in at 4th 
in all of Asia and 31st world-wide (bea�ng its 
previous best of 32nd in 2014).
    From the installa�on of energy saving 
infrastructure, to the use of upcycling to add 
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NPUST ranked top 4 among Asia in 2020 UI GreenMetric World University Ranking.

new value to waste products, NPUST is always 
looking for new ways to make its campus more 
sustainable. The school has even developed a 
comprehensive water-saving system that treats 
and recycles water to irrigate the campus 
grounds and keep its plant-life green and 
healthy. The transporta�on policy at the school 
is also up-to-speed, with electric busses 
providing students with convenient commutes, 
save the carbon.
    Finally, when it comes to environmental 
educa�on, NPUST has been working to maintain 
a spirit of sustainable environmental 
development. Through curriculum 
arrangements, campus ac�vi�es and network 
promo�on, the university is invested in 

developing skills and technology related to 
green energy, environmental protec�on, and 
sustainable prac�ces.
    The Director of General Affairs at NPUST, 
Chin-Lung Chang, commented on the 
pleasing results, sta�ng that “because our 
university occupies such a vast campus, we have 
a greater demand for power; in order to reduce 
electricity consump�on and lower carbon emis-
sions, this year we installed LED lights for all the 
campus streetlights and classroom ligh�ng, we 
have also been gradually replacing all the air 
condi�oners with energy saving inverter type 
units. This year NPUST also won the University 
Social Responsibility prize at the 2020 Taiwan 
Corporate Sustainability Awards and 
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    School is out and the Lunar New Year is 
approaching. Usually, for Overseas Chinese at 
NPUST, that would mean it’s �me to get on a 
plane and get home for the holidays. This year, 
however, the story is a li�le different. Travel is 
not on the table and the OC Students will be 
spending winter break in Taiwan. But the
fes�val must go on!
     On January 27th, the Office of Interna�onal 
Affairs (OIA) organized a warm and fes�ve 
gathering for its Overseas Chinese students, 
with tradi�onal food and music and 
decora�ons se�ng an atmosphere of holiday 
cheer. The university has over 200 Overseas 
Chinese students from 10 different countries 
currently enrolled in its programs and when 
the event was announced, within no �me at 
all, 120 had already signed up.
 Joining the celebra�ons, NPUST President 
Chang-Hsien Tai took the stage to share a word 

4 Celebrating Lunar New Year with NPUST’s Overseas Chinese 

isemploying the United Na�ons Sustainable 
Development Goals to promote campus 
sustainability and university social 
responsibility”.
    The GreenMetric University Ranking was 
created in 2010 by the University of Indonesia 
(UI) based on six indicators (infrastructure, 
energy, waste treatment, water resources, 

transporta�on and educa�on). For the past 
decade, universi�es around the world have 
been responding to UI’s call and working to 
make campuses greener and more sustainable. 
In Taiwan, NPUST’s work in this area has been 
exemplary and this year’s results are evidence of 
its commitment.

NPUST President Prof. Chang-Hsien Tai and Vice Dean 
of International Office, Prof. Herlin Chien attended the 
celebration event.

of encouragement with the students, saying that 
“‘at fes�vals, everyone thinks all the more of his 
loved ones’ and the most important fes�val of the 
year for Chinese people is the Lunar New Year. This 
year, because the pandemic, families have faced 
many inconveniences. But NPUST is like a family, 
and we hope to share that warmth with everyone 

over the fes�val. This year, as you celebrate the 
fes�val with teachers and friends, we trust that 
it will be a very memorable occasion and we 
wish everyone a happy New Year.
       Being away from the home over the holidays 
can be hard for students, which is why, as 
Vice-dean of the OIA, Herlin Chien shared “the 
OIA took special care to give all the students a 
sense of warmth for the New Year Fes�val. 
Hoping that through the ac�vi�es, “students 
can share the experience with one another and 
forget about their homesickness during the
holidays.”
    The venue was decorated according to theme, 
with a special “Overseas Chinese” banner
hanging on the backdrop of the stage. And to 
really set the Lunar New Year atmosphere, a 
Chinese Dragon Dance performance was 
organized to kick off the event. 
   When the first courses of food came in, Tan 
Wai Teng, an OC student from Malaysia from the 

Department of Aquaculture took the stage. 
Known for her incredible singing voice, she led 
the students in a number of familiar holiday 
songs and even got some of them on the mic to 
sing a few lines. Next came the singing contest, 
with Chow Zhi En, Kong How Yee, and Chen 
Ching Teng each taking the stage to ba�le for 
the �tle and each with their own pockets of fans 
spread throughout the venue shou�ng out in 
support.

  Enjoying one dinner course a�er the next, the 
excitement con�nued to grow as more students 
took the stage for the next ac�vity a highly 
entertaining game that required par�cipant to 
quickly recognize the true meaning of Chinese 
words that were designed to confuse. The 
contestants had to think quickly on their feet 
and with a “three-strikes you’re out” rule, the 
suspense was always building. 
      As the students were enjoying themselves, 
staff from the OIA were quietly scouring the 
crowd to decide who would be named “Mr. Red” 
and “Ms. Red” �tles which go, each year, to the 
students whose a�re does the best job of 
saying, “I’m here to celebrate the Lunar New 
Year”. And this year, those students were, Mr. 
Edmund Er Wei Sheng of the Department of 

Aquaculture and Ms. Ding Xue Ni of the 
Department of Hotel and Restaurant 
Management.
       As the ac�vi�es winded down, President Tai 
visited each table and handed out red envelopes 
to the students, wishing them a “happy new 
year”. For new students to NPUST, they were 
surprised and excited to personally receive a 
red-envelope from the president of the 
university, and they expressed their gra�tude 
one by one. The exci�ng �me together and 
great food gave students an opportunity to feel 
the warmth of New Year a li�le ahead of sched-
ule while giving them a real sense of family 
togetherness, despite being away from home 
for the holiday.
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Overseas 
Chinese 
Students 
celebrating 
2021 Lunar 
New Year in 
NPUST.

Malaysian student Hanson Chow performed in 
the Lunar New Year banquet.
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of encouragement with the students, saying that 
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loved ones’ and the most important fes�val of the 
year for Chinese people is the Lunar New Year. This 
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many inconveniences. But NPUST is like a family, 
and we hope to share that warmth with everyone 

over the fes�val. This year, as you celebrate the 
fes�val with teachers and friends, we trust that 
it will be a very memorable occasion and we 
wish everyone a happy New Year.
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sense of warmth for the New Year Fes�val. 
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really set the Lunar New Year atmosphere, a 
Chinese Dragon Dance performance was 
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Department of Aquaculture took the stage. 
Known for her incredible singing voice, she led 
the students in a number of familiar holiday 
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sing a few lines. Next came the singing contest, 
with Chow Zhi En, Kong How Yee, and Chen 
Ching Teng each taking the stage to ba�le for 
the �tle and each with their own pockets of fans 
spread throughout the venue shou�ng out in 
support.

  Enjoying one dinner course a�er the next, the 
excitement con�nued to grow as more students 
took the stage for the next ac�vity a highly 
entertaining game that required par�cipant to 
quickly recognize the true meaning of Chinese 
words that were designed to confuse. The 
contestants had to think quickly on their feet 
and with a “three-strikes you’re out” rule, the 
suspense was always building. 
      As the students were enjoying themselves, 
staff from the OIA were quietly scouring the 
crowd to decide who would be named “Mr. Red” 
and “Ms. Red” �tles which go, each year, to the 
students whose a�re does the best job of 
saying, “I’m here to celebrate the Lunar New 
Year”. And this year, those students were, Mr. 
Edmund Er Wei Sheng of the Department of 

Aquaculture and Ms. Ding Xue Ni of the 
Department of Hotel and Restaurant 
Management.
       As the ac�vi�es winded down, President Tai 
visited each table and handed out red envelopes 
to the students, wishing them a “happy new 
year”. For new students to NPUST, they were 
surprised and excited to personally receive a 
red-envelope from the president of the 
university, and they expressed their gra�tude 
one by one. The exci�ng �me together and 
great food gave students an opportunity to feel 
the warmth of New Year a li�le ahead of sched-
ule while giving them a real sense of family 
togetherness, despite being away from home 
for the holiday.
   

Department of Hotel and Restaurant 
Management, with teachers coming in 
to instruct the students on how to 
make "red tortoise cake" and "paper 
cakes” signifying “joy, health and 
longevity”.
    Commen�ng on the event, NPUST’s 
President Chang-Hsien Tai said that 
"Although everyone will not be able to 
go back to their hometowns to 
celebrate the New Year with family this 
year, I hope that the ac�vi�es organized 
by NPUST will help the students feel the 
warmth of the New Year and will fend 
off some of the homesickness they 
might otherwise experience”. Hsi-Hung 
Chen, the Chief of the Educa�on 
Division at the OIA, also commented, 
saying "I am very happy to be able to 
invite the students to make tradi�onal 
Taiwanese treats and let them learn 
more about Taiwan’s local culture and 
tradi�onal cuisine. I also wish the 
students a fun �me together and happy 
New Year." 

    Dipesh Ghimire, a fourth-year student from the 
Department of Tropical Agriculture and Interna�onal 
Coopera�on, said: "This year, due to the epidemic, it 
was impossible to go home and reunite with my 
family. But through the ac�vi�es organized by the 
OIA, we learned how to make red tortoise cake a 
special delicacy that symbolizes the New Year, and 
which can be given as a gi� of blessing. We felt the 
joyful atmosphere of the New Year and I hope I can 
par�cipate in the event again next year."
     Held in duplicate on February 4th and February 
5th, the event a�racted students from Asia 
(Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, Nepal, 
Mongolia, Brunei, Pakistan), Africa (Eswa�ni, Malawi, 
Zimbabwe), Central America (Belis, Honduras), and 
Oceania (Solomon Islands, Marshall Islands). 
Responding very enthusias�cally, nearly 100 overseas 
students joined one of the two offerings of the lively 
event.
  At the workshop, the interna�onal students 
followed the teacher’s instruc�ons step by step: 

mixing, adding color, kneading, filling, and 
pressing the dough into the tortoise 
templates before cooking them in the 
steamer.      
    Learning about some of the different local 
customs, the students experienced the 
charm of Taiwan’s tradi�onal food culture. In 
the second part of the class, the students 
learned how to create decora�ve cakes using 
paper-mache. For this, they were called to 
use some of their own crea�vity and ingenu-
ity to shape the mixture into aesthe�cally 
pleasing and colorful designs.
     Although the students were unable to 

return home to spend the holiday with 
family, through the ac�vi�es they were able 
to enjoy good company with one another, 
while also experiencing new aspects of 
Taiwanese culture and they made some 
beau�ful memories in the processes. And 
although many of the regular pa�erns had 
changed this year, there was one that 
remained the same. Keeping to tradi�on, 
NPUST’s President came on scene to the 
event and personally presented each of the 
interna�onal student with a New Year’s “Red 
Envelope” and wished them blessings in the 
year to come.
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